
 
REPORT TO BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

April 28, 2015 
 

Dan Parr, Director of Education 
 

 
SUBJECT:  Vacant Seat on the Board of Trustees  
 
PREPARED BY: Dan Parr, Director of Education 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
On March 30, 2015 Nancy Wright-Laking, the City Clerk for Sarnia served notice to the Director 
of Education that Trustee Michelle Parks had failed to file with the clerk’s office her financial 
statement and auditor’s report regarding campaign expenses by the 2:00 p.m. filing deadline on 
March 27, 2015, as required by the Ontario Municipal Elections Act (1996).  Ms. Wright-
Laking’s notice quoted Section 78 of the Act, and concluded that, as a result of the default, 
Trustee Parks would be required to forfeit the office to which she had been elected. 
 
On April 22, 2015, the Director of Education received a copy of a letter to the Sarnia City Clerk 
from Philip Squire, Trustee Parks’ lawyer.  The letter serves notice that Mr. Squire has been 
instructed by Trustee Parks to make an application to the Superior Court of Justice in Sarnia 
under Section 96 of the Municipal Elections Act to have the forfeiture set aside.   
 
Despite the notice of intent, until such time as the Board receives an order from the court which 
sets aside the forfeiture, it must rely on the authority of the notice of default from the Sarnia City 
Clerk, which means the seat is vacant.  The Board is also obligated to follow Sec. A Policy – 
Replacement of a Trustee, which requires that a resolution be passed declaring the seat vacant at 
the first Regular Meeting following notice of default, which is the April 28, 2015 meeting. 
 
The Board must be further guided by Section 221 (1) of the Ontario Education Act (2013), 
which directs that the vacancy is to be filled within 90 days after the office becomes vacant. 
 
However, in consideration of Trustee Parks’ intended legal action, and in consultation with the 
Board’s legal counsel on this matter, Mr. Squire has been notified that the process to fill the 
vacant seat will not begin until May 12, 2015.  It is expected that the delay will provide sufficient 
time for an application to be brought before the Superior Court of Justice, either for a final order; 
or an interim order until a final decision can be rendered. 
 
Mr. Squire has responded by email and has indicated that he sees no difficulty in having the 
matter determined prior to May 12, 2015. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
That the St. Clair Catholic District School Board receive the report:  Vacant Seat on the 
Board of Trustees, for information. 
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That one of the two Sarnia and Point Edward seats on the Board of Trustees be declared 
vacant, pursuant to the March 30, 2015 Notice of Default issued by the Office of the Clerk, 
City of Sarnia. 
 
That the Director of Education begin the process to fill the vacant seat after May 12, 2015 
unless otherwise directed by an Order of the Superior Court of Justice. 
 


